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MISSIONS
C O N F E R E N C E

” M i s s i o n  N O T  I m p o s s i b l e ”
A P R I L  2 0 - 2 1 ,  2 0 2 4

Rock	
  River	
  
Christian	
  Camp

Dale	
  &	
  Sonja	
  Hawkins,
Outreach	
  International

Wing	
  Wong,
C2C	
  Ministries

IDES

Sunday	
  Morning	
  Services:
9:30am Sunday	
  School*
10:15am	
  	
  Breakfast
10:45am	
  	
  Worship*
*Nursery	
  is	
  provided
Children’s	
  Church	
  (4yrs-­‐4th
grade)	
  during	
  Sermon	
  Time

Wednesday	
  Activities:
3-­‐5pm	
  	
  	
  Kids	
  Club	
  (K-­‐5th)
3-­‐5pm Impact	
  (Jr	
  High/

High	
  School)
6:30pmSmall	
  Groups

Church	
  Office:	
  
309-­‐523-­‐2834
Church	
  Email:	
  
cccportbyron@gmail.com
Church	
  Website:
www.countrysidecc.org

Steve	
  Allison,	
  Minister
“Therefore,	
  my	
  beloved	
  brothers,	
  
be	
  steadfast,	
  immovable,	
  always	
  
abounding	
  in	
  the	
  work	
  of	
  the	
  Lord,	
  
knowing	
  that	
  in	
  the	
  Lord	
  your	
  

labor	
  is	
  not	
  in	
  vain.”	
  1	
  Cor.	
  15:58

MESSENGER
the

Countryside Christian Church april 2024

SPECIAL	
  
MISSIONS	
  
ISSUE

Norm	
  &	
  Jill	
  Weatherhead,
Pioneer	
  Bible	
  Translators

Lincoln	
  Christian	
  
University

Josh	
  &	
  Susan	
  Sanchez
Me	
  &	
  My	
  House

See	
  the	
  following	
  pages	
  for	
  highlights	
  of	
  our	
  seven	
  missionaries	
  who	
  we	
  will	
  be	
  
hearing	
  from	
  at	
  our	
  annual	
  Missions	
  Conference	
  this	
  month!	
  Thank	
  you,	
  Connie	
  

Curry	
  for	
  providing	
  updates	
  each	
  month	
  from	
  the	
  missionaries!



R O C K 	
   R I V E R 	
  
C H R I S T I A N 	
   C A M P

Rock River Christian Camp is located near Polo, IL. It is our local Christian Camp and is 
supported by approximately 30 Christian churches.

“Camp is an investment in the kingdom and God’s people, especially our children. What 
happens at camp? What comes from our children going to camp: Campers experience a 

week on their own, experiencing God in their own community in nature, helping them grow 
in their faith with other kids away from their everyday influences. Sometimes kids can grow 
up in the church with their family, which is excellent, but many times their parent’s faith is 

what they take on. Camp gives our children time away from their parents to help them grow 
their own faith and friendships outside their local church in Christ. I think kids that attend 

camp help grow their church. Camp is a unique experience. Giving our kids as many 
different experiences in Godly environments helps them figure out who they are as servants 
of Christ. None of us are the same and we grow in different environments. The more God-

centered encounters they experience, the more well-rounded followers they will be.” 
(Newsletter Jan. 23) 

The camping season for 2023 saw 10 campers attend from Countryside. CCC will contribute financially 
toward camp registration for each camper attending a week of camp. Registration will begin in a month 
with early discounts being available. Faculty and camp leaders are needed for many camps including 
medical staff for some of the camps. The SAW program was brought back last summer where a week of 
work at camp can be exchanged for financial help with camp registration fees. 

There are many financial needs of the camp, including day to day expenses and long term maintenance 
projects. Roofs are needed on the Earth Lodge, the Old Chapel., the well house, the garage and the Office. 
An extensive rework of the Earth Lodge is planed so the financial need at this time is great. 

For more information about Rock River Christian Camp check the booklet on the mission shelf in the foyer. 
Camp registration information is on a display in the entry way. Countryside will also financially help 
anyone who requests assistance.

Dan	
  and	
  Leslie	
  Augenstine,	
  Directors



C 2 C 	
   ( C H I N E S E 	
   T O 	
   C H R I S T ) 	
   M I N I S T R I E S

Wing	
  Wong	
  has	
  worked	
  for	
  over	
  54	
  years	
  in	
  
China	
  presenting	
  the	
  message	
  of	
  Christ	
  to	
  the	
  
people	
  and	
  also	
  to	
  the	
  Chinese	
  people	
  
worshipping	
  in	
  New	
  Hampshire.	
  

MISSION	
  TRIP	
  2024	
  “We	
  do	
  have	
  a	
  big	
  plan	
  for	
  
this	
  summer,	
  but	
  we	
  need	
  your	
  prayers	
  and	
  
help.	
  Starting	
  from	
  mid-­‐June	
  to	
  early	
  August	
  

our	
  US	
  team	
  of	
  seven	
  is	
  going	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  retreat	
  
and	
  workshop	
  with	
  our	
  China	
  core	
  leaders	
  and	
  
host	
  two	
  youth	
  camps.	
  We	
  are	
  also	
  planning	
  to	
  
do	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  outreach	
  events	
  with	
  the	
  local	
  
churches.	
  	
  We	
  also	
  want	
  to	
  praise	
  the	
  Lord	
  
with	
  you	
  that	
  we	
  have	
  just	
  added	
  two	
  more	
  

HES	
  classes!”	
  (newsletter	
  Feb.	
  24)

“Praise	
  God	
  for	
  our	
  brothers	
  and	
  sister	
  in	
  China	
  
who	
  keep	
  God’s	
  words	
  and	
  have	
  not	
  denied	
  His	
  
name!	
  Please	
  pray	
  that	
  they	
  will	
  continue	
  to	
  

be	
  faithful	
  in	
  our	
  Lord	
  and	
  make	
  more	
  disciples	
  
for	
  Him.”	
  (Oct.	
  2022	
  newsletter)

Many	
  young	
  people	
  are	
  being	
  brainwashed	
  into	
  
the	
  communist	
  philosophy	
  of	
  atheism	
  and	
  
rejecting	
  Christianity.	
  	
  Spreading	
  the	
  Gospel	
  
message	
  is	
  becoming	
  more	
  and	
  more	
  of	
  a	
  
challenge.	
  Several	
  small	
  church	
  groups	
  are	
  
meeting	
  in	
  homes	
  for	
  their	
  safety.	
  A	
  music	
  
center	
  has	
  opened	
  and	
  several	
  students	
  have	
  
signed	
  up	
  for	
  lessons.	
  Please	
  pray	
  that	
  this	
  
center	
  will	
  make	
  a	
  good	
  impact	
  to	
  the	
  
community	
  and	
  attract	
  more	
  people	
  to	
  Christ	
  
and	
  pray	
  for	
  their	
  safety	
  as	
  well.	
  Another	
  Bible	
  
study	
  in	
  a	
  second-­‐tier	
  city	
  has	
  started.	
  Pray	
  that	
  
more	
  disciples	
  can	
  be	
  made	
  and	
  another	
  new	
  
church	
  will	
  be	
  planted.	
  Most	
  importantly	
  please	
  
pray	
  for	
  all	
  the	
  Christians	
  in	
  China	
  for	
  their	
  
safety	
  from	
  Communist	
  rule.	
  	
  

“What	
  will	
  the	
  next	
  generation	
  of	
  Christians	
  in	
  China	
  
be	
  like	
  if	
  we	
  sit	
  back	
  and	
  take	
  the	
  easy	
  road?	
  Will	
  
God	
  be	
  pleased?	
  Thank	
  you	
  for	
  laboring	
  with	
  us	
  in	
  

prayers	
  and	
  support!”	
  (Wing	
  Wong)

Prayer	
  needs:	
  

1. Start	
  praying	
  for	
  our	
  preparation	
  
for	
  our	
  mission	
  trip	
  and	
  God’s	
  
provision	
  

2. We	
  need	
  your	
  extra	
  financial	
  
help	
  for	
  this	
  trip.	
  3.	
  We	
  want	
  you	
  
to	
  pray	
  for	
  our	
  faith	
  that	
  we	
  will	
  
not	
  be	
  intimidated	
  by	
  the	
  
circumstances.	
  

3. Pray	
  for	
  Wing	
  Wong	
  as	
  he	
  brings	
  
the	
  message	
  of	
  Jesus	
  Christ	
  to	
  
the	
  Chinese	
  people	
  in	
  New	
  
Hampshire	
  and	
  in	
  China.	
  For	
  
more	
  information	
  regarding	
  the	
  
activities	
  of	
  C2C	
  refer	
  to	
  the	
  
mission	
  booklet	
  on	
  the	
  mission	
  
shelf	
  outside	
  the	
  office.	
  



M E 	
   & 	
   M Y 	
   H O U S E 	
   ( J O S H 	
   A N D 	
   S U S A N 	
   S A N C H E Z )

M a n z a n i l l o ,  M ex i co
Josh and Susan Sanchez are missionaries who established the church in Manzanillo, Mexico and are now working with 
the church in Colima, Mexico. They have worked in Mexico since January of 2006. Josh grew up in Mexico City, 
Mexico and attended Central Christian College in Moberly, MO 1999-2003. Susan grew up in Mexico, MO in the 
Christian Church. She attended CCCB in 1999-2003 also. 

This past year the Sanchezes have moved from Manzanillo to Colima toe stablish a new church. The year has 
presented many challenges in moving as well as getting established in a new area and starting a new church. They 
have also taken in teenagers, Rafa and Scalett who previously lived in Manzanillo. Josh returned home November 11th 
after eight weeks in the United States. “We are so glad to be together as a family.” Josh visited Countryside on Oct. 
15th .

“The purpose of this trip was (1) a rest break in routine since Josh hasn’t taken a break from ministry or been stateside 
in 5 years, (2) gaining new monthly supporters to replace those we have lost in death or financial hardships, and help 

the hurt of the failing peso exchange rate (3) update current monthly supporters by physically visiting as many as 
possible (4) aggressively pay down car debt (5) raise funds to build a room for a single Mom’s small business, (6) re-
connect with good friends and family (7) purchase clothes and shoes for our children whose sizes cannot be found in 

MX (example, Isaac wears men’s 14 shoes, and the biggest here is 12, 36x34 jeans and the tallest here is 32.”) 

Financially: one supporting church has committed a generous raise for 2024, a possible raise from another, a positive 
maybe for a new church supporting us, and3 couples committing to support us monthly.” (newsletter Oct. 23) 

Prayer needs: Safety in the storm of this drug war, Isaac’s schooling, praise for funds raised, Rafa and Scarlett’s 
family issues, new contacts, families in the church, and Erika’s house arrangement. You can read more about the 
mission in Colima and the Sanchez family in the mission booklet on the mission table.



L I N C O L N 	
   C H R I S T I A N 	
   U N I V E R S I T Y

What	
  is	
  the	
  future	
  of	
  Lincoln	
  Christian	
  University?	
  
At	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  academic	
  year,	
  May	
  31,	
  2024,	
  Lincoln	
  Christian	
  University	
  will	
  cease	
  academic	
  operations.	
  
That	
  is,	
  we	
  will	
  no	
  longer	
  be	
  offering	
  academic	
  credit	
  or	
  degrees.	
  However,	
  please	
  note	
  that:	
  
● On	
  June	
  1,	
  2024,	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  celebrate	
  and	
  continue	
  the	
  legacy	
  of	
  our	
  institution,	
  Ozark	
  Christian	
  College	
  
will	
  rename	
  their	
  graduate	
  studies	
  department	
  as	
  Lincoln	
  Seminary.	
  
● After	
  May	
  31,	
  2024,	
  it	
  is	
  likely	
  the	
  legal	
  entity	
  that	
  is	
  LCU	
  will	
  continue	
  in	
  some	
  capacity	
  for	
  some	
  time	
  as,	
  
at	
  a	
  minimum,	
  we	
  will	
  still	
  need	
  to	
  resolve	
  outstanding	
  debts,	
  assets,	
  or	
  other	
  matters.	
  
● There	
  are	
  continued	
  conversations	
  about	
  additional	
  and	
  meaningful	
  ways	
  to	
  continue	
  the	
  legacy	
  of	
  Lincoln	
  
Christian	
  University	
  within	
  the	
  local	
  church	
  and	
  the	
  wider	
  world	
  of	
  Christian	
  education, and	
  any	
  updates	
  
concerning	
  LCU's	
  ongoing	
  ministry	
  will	
  be	
  shared	
  in	
  a	
  timely	
  manner.

Lincoln	
  Christian	
  University	
  is	
  pleased	
  to	
  announce	
  that	
  an	
  agreement	
  has	
  been	
  reached	
  to	
  sell	
  the	
  
remaining	
  portions	
  of	
  the	
  campus	
  to	
  Open	
  Arms	
  Christian	
  Fellowship	
  for	
  $800,000.	
  This	
  includes	
  Restoration	
  
Hall,	
  the	
  Administration	
  Building,	
  the	
  Warehouse,	
  Harmony	
  Hall,	
  Henderson	
  Hall,	
  and	
  16	
  acres	
  of	
  green-­‐
space	
  along	
  Route	
  10	
  between	
  Chapel	
  View	
  Drive	
  and	
  the	
  former	
  student	
  apartments.	
  

President	
  Silas	
  McCormick	
  says	
  about	
  the	
  sale,	
  “Open	
  Arms	
  has	
  been	
  a	
  wonderful	
  partner	
  and	
  neighbor—
particularly	
  these	
  last	
  four	
  challenging	
  years.	
  And	
  since	
  our	
  sale	
  of	
  the	
  eastern	
  and	
  southern	
  portions	
  of	
  the	
  
campus	
  to	
  them	
  two	
  years	
  ago,	
  they	
  have	
  grown.	
  Though	
  I	
  grieve	
  what	
  is	
  lost,	
  that	
  grief	
  is	
  certainly	
  not	
  
without	
  hope,	
  and	
  I	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  what	
  may	
  yet	
  be.”	
  All	
  proceeds	
  from	
  the	
  sale	
  go	
  toward	
  paying	
  down	
  

the	
  university’s	
  debt.



P I O N E E R 	
   B I B L E 	
   T R A N S L AT O R S

I’m	
  so	
  happy	
  that	
  now	
  I	
  can	
  read	
  the	
  Word	
  
of	
  God	
  directly	
  in	
  my	
  language!	
  	
  I	
  no	
  longer	
  
need	
  to	
  use	
  a	
  dictionary	
  to	
  understand	
  
some	
  of	
  the	
  words,	
  like	
  I	
  had	
  to	
  when	
  I	
  

tried	
  to	
  read	
  the	
  Bible	
  in	
  another	
  
language.

West	
  African	
  man	
  after	
  receiving	
  the	
  Bible	
  in	
  his	
  own	
  language.

“
Norm and Jill Weatherhead work with Pioneer Bible Translators in Papua New Guinea as Bible translators. They 
have been involved there for over 20+ years. They are from Calgary, Canada. Drawn by a vision to see God’s work 
changing lives in every language, Norm and his wife, Jill have devoted their lives to translation work. 

Late this summer Norm and Jill moved into Dallas and became “Dorm Parents” for the 30+ students who are living in 
the guesthouse and are attending the linguistic school on campus, Dallas International University (DIU). “We are so 
encouraged by seeing the enthusiasm and desire of these young people to learn the fundamental studies of Applied 
Linguistics, Sociolinguistics, Ethno-Arts and Musicology, Cross-Cultural Studies, and much more. Many of these 
students are desiring to go to other countries of the world to impact the people there with the Gospel”. (Newsletter 
Sept. 23)

“The full Akukem national team (5 men and 1 woman) was able to come out from their remote villages to the town of 
Madang where our PBT office is located in PNG. Our translation team is now starting to work within the epistles of 
the New Testament. Our focus right now is the Pastoral Epistles(1&2 Timothy and Titus). In just 3 ½ weeks, we were 
able to go completely through 1 &amp; 2 timothy. Our checking session was just ½ a day each day since my 5pm-
10pm was their 8am to 1pm over in Madang.”

Travel update: Jill just left Dallas (Oct. 12) to go back to Calgary so she can 
participate in the New West Orchestra and Singers for one more season and 
also to host a women’s retreat in Pine Lake, AB. Jill is broadening her ministry 
to touch the lives of women. I (Norm) will return to Calgary for two
weeks (Oct.27-Nov.14) as I have travel medical insurance that allows me to 
travel for 75 days at a time. Jill will return to be with me and the students in the 
Guesthouse later in December through January.”(Newsletter Oct. 23)

Praises: 
• That the Akukem team members were able to travel into 

and out of Madang as planned to do the online Zoom 
checking session. 

• We were able to completely review and revise 1&2 Timothy
• Two new solar panel and laptop systems were purchased to 

replace old equipment so translation can keep moving 
forward while they are in their villages.

• No one was hurt physically during the two major 
earthquakes that hit the Madang area just before they left 
to go back to the villages. 

Norm and Jill state that they are so grateful for our partnership with them in prayer and financial support. 
For more information refer to the booklet on the mission table in the foyer.

Prayer requests: 
• That the translated portions of Scripture will impact 

the hearts of the translation team members as they 
work on their translation assignments. 

• That we will be able to lay the foundation for printed 
and audio forms of Scripture which we will be able to 
get out to people and churches in the next year and 
beyond. 

• That I will learn much from the Paratext courses to 
help our team improve our methods of Scripture 
translation and distribution. 



O U T R E A C H 	
   I N T E R N AT I O N A L

Outreach International was founded in 1977. Since that time many people have been recruited for missionary work in 
several countries. “The operating philosophy of Outreach International since its beginning in 1977, is based on the 
fact that all mankind deserves the chance to hear about the saving grace of Jesus Christ and that it is each Christian’s 
responsibility to do all we can to reach the world with the Good News of Salvation found in Jesus Christ” Therefore 
Outreach International has acted as ‘starters’ for those new to worldwide missions and has helped start, by the grace 
of God, several new missions across the world.” (Brochure of Sept. ’10).

“In 1998 there were approximately 18 workers, in 9 projects and 9 countries. Currently there are 60+ workers, in 37 
projects in 18 countries. By God’s grace, OI has helped workers start and establish their own ministries as well as 

recruited workers to serve with other mission ministries. Because of supporters like you that continue to support the 
Outreach International General fund, we are able to have 100% of the funds each missionary raises go to their 

projects without worrying about funds being taken out for administrative costs and support services.”

Dale and Sonja Hawkins are enjoying their new office space with the inside plumbing and additional space. The new 
office in Shelbyville, Missouri continues to bless them and works well as the hub for support services for our 60+ 
workers in cross-cultural work. Sonja’s mom Annette Hamilton passed away peacefully on June 14th . She had been in 
declining health for several years. For 6 ½ weeks she had been under the full time care of her family at Dale and 
Sonja’s home. Al and Annette Hamilton, Sonja’s parents, were instrumental in establishing Outreach International 
in1977. Their faith and commitment to Christ has helped to take the message age of salvation thru Christ to many 
countries around the world. 

A year ago Dale and Sonja began being full time care givers for Dale’s parents who are now living full time with them. 
They are doing a lot of caregiving while doing their best to keep up with everything else. Please keep them in your 
prayers. 

“Thank you for praying for us and with us-you bless our lives and ministry over and over again and we thank God for 
you! We love you all. We too, pray for the Lord’s Blessings on each of you! Because of Jesus and in His Love, Dale 

and Sonja.”(Newsletter Feb. 2021)

One of the missions under the umbrella of OI is Me and My House in Colima, Mexico. Countryside Christian Church 
also financially supports that work as well as funding OI.



I D E S 	
   ( I N T E R N A T I O N A L 	
   D I S A S T E R 	
   E M E R G E N C Y 	
   S E R V I C E S )

International Disaster Emergency Service Responds to emergencies around the globe through Christian 
churches/ Churches of Christ. IDES is located in Noblesville, Indiana. “For 50 years IDES has been known 
for the help and hope we provide in the name of Jesus Christ. As we look ahead at our fifty-first year and 
beyond, God continues to lead us, and open opportunities for the Gospel to be shared through Disaster 
Response, Hunger Relief, Medical Care. Community development, and Disciple Making. 

Just this year IDES has responded to tornadoes, hurricanes, wildfires and floods in the United States as well 
as, typhoons, droughts, wars, coups, floods, fires, and earthquakes internationally. We have seen homes 
rebuilt, clean water wells drilled, medical needs met, food provided to the starving, and lives changed for 
eternity! Throughout our 50 years of existence, IDES has responded quickly and efficiently to provide Help 
and Hope in times of need. 

“As I write this letter, the year is not yet over but IDES has already helped over 428,000 people! That means 
over 428,000 people also had the opportunity to hear the Gospel. Our prayer is that through God’s grace 

and providence, we will be able to make an impact on even more lives in 2024, and that’s where you come in. 

You can make a difference to those who are hurting by making sure resources are available and ready to be 
deployed immediately when a need arises. The Global Impact Fund (GIF) is the lifeblood of IDES. There’ no 

greater way to impact the work we do than by donating to the Global Impact Fund. Disasters strike often 
without warning, creating huge needs that are immediate and time-sensitive with no time for fundraising.” 

(David Steine newsletter Dec. ’23)

In October Countryside and together with Erie Christian Church packed food bags for overseas distribution. 
If you would like more information about IDES refer to the booklet on the mission shelf by the office.



ANNUAL	
  BLOOD	
  DRIVE	
  (rescheduled!)
Saturday,	
  April	
  13th
7:30am	
  – 11:30am
Appointments	
  can	
  be	
  made	
  online	
  by	
  visiting	
  this	
  page: https://shorturl.at/xHJN7 or	
  with	
  
Connie	
  Curry	
  at	
  the	
  church.	
  Last	
  day	
  to	
  donate	
  to	
  be	
  eligible	
  for	
  this	
  blood	
  drive	
  is	
  
February	
  9th.

Appointments	
  are	
  required,	
  bring	
  a	
  photo	
  ID	
  and	
  please	
  eat	
  before	
  donation.	
  Blood	
  is	
  
always	
  in	
  short	
  supply,	
  but	
  the	
  need	
  is	
  greater	
  during	
  this	
  time.

Connie Curry

YOU	
  ARE	
  NEEDED

Countryside	
  is	
  sponsoring	
  a	
  
blood	
  drive	
  with	
  ImpactLife
(formerly	
  Mississippi	
  Blood	
  
Center)	
  on	
  April	
  13,	
  2024.	
  



“In	
  all	
  things	
  we	
  are	
  more	
  than	
  conquerors	
  through	
  Him	
  that	
  loved	
  us.”	
  Romans	
  8:37
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GROWING CHILDREN’S CLASSES

Happy	
  April!	
  Can't	
  believe	
  I	
  can	
  say	
  that	
  already!	
  I	
  also	
  can't	
  
believe	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  big	
  changes	
  we	
  have	
  had	
  in	
  the	
  Education	
  
department	
  recently!	
  As	
  you	
  have	
  seen,	
  the	
  church	
  has	
  been	
  
growing	
  and	
  we	
  are	
  seeing	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  new	
  faces!	
  Finally,	
  the	
  time	
  
has	
  come...we	
  were	
  outgrowing	
  out	
  Children’s	
  Church	
  room.	
  
So,	
  starting	
  as	
  a	
  trial	
  in	
  March,	
  we	
  starting	
  separating	
  the	
  
Children's	
  Church	
  group	
  into	
  two	
  separate	
  classes!	
  This	
  growth	
  
and	
  expansion	
  has	
  been	
  awesome!

We	
  are	
  going	
  to	
  continue	
  doing	
  this	
  "separate	
  classes	
  
approach"	
  because	
  it	
  is	
  great	
  to	
  have	
  specialized	
  lessons	
  for	
  
the	
  younger	
  and	
  older	
  groups.	
  Ages	
  4	
  through	
  6	
  have	
  been	
  
going	
  to	
  Connie's	
  Sunday	
  School	
  room	
  where	
  they	
  are	
  being	
  
taught	
  exclusively	
  by	
  the	
  one	
  and	
  only	
  Ruthie	
  Coverdill.	
  Ruthie	
  
does	
  a	
  great	
  job	
  taking	
  the	
  lead	
  when	
  I	
  (Sarah	
  Denekas)	
  am	
  
struggling	
  to	
  remember	
  anything	
  besides	
  twins	
  and	
  toddler	
  
tantrums.

The	
  rest	
  of	
  the	
  older	
  kids	
  have	
  been	
  staying	
  in	
  the	
  regular	
  
Children's	
  Church	
  room	
  with	
  the	
  scheduled	
  monthly	
  teacher	
  
helper.	
  So....if	
  you	
  have	
  come	
  to	
  get	
  your	
  kids	
  after	
  the	
  service	
  
and	
  are	
  wondering	
  why	
  we	
  are	
  using	
  these	
  rooms,	
  that's	
  the	
  
reason.	
  God	
  has	
  been	
  so	
  good	
  and	
  we	
  are	
  honored	
  and	
  
privileged	
  to	
  teach	
  His	
  word!

Sunday	
  school	
  time	
  has	
  really	
  picked	
  up	
  too	
  -­‐ with	
  more	
  adults	
  
and	
  kids!	
  The	
  adult	
  classes	
  (all	
  3	
  of	
  them!!!)	
  are	
  excellent	
  and	
  
have	
  really	
  helped	
  us	
  become	
  what	
  the	
  Church	
  is	
  meant	
  to	
  be!	
  
If	
  you	
  are	
  not	
  attending,	
  you	
  are	
  missing	
  out!	
  Our	
  small	
  groups	
  
have	
  helped	
  us	
  connect	
  and	
  grow	
  in	
  the	
  Word.

Lastly,	
  Mikah is	
  knocking	
  it	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  park	
  in	
  the	
  nursery!	
  If	
  
your	
  kids	
  get	
  to	
  be	
  in	
  there	
  with	
  her,	
  they	
  are	
  lucky!	
  You	
  can	
  
see	
  how	
  much	
  she	
  loves	
  them	
  by	
  her	
  words	
  and	
  kindness!

We	
  are	
  so	
  blessed	
  here	
  at	
  this	
  church	
  to	
  have	
  the	
  caring	
  
leaders	
  that	
  we	
  do.	
  All	
  the	
  teachers	
  who	
  serve	
  so	
  faithfully	
  are	
  
heroes!	
  Everyone	
  in	
  Sunday	
  School,	
  the	
  nursery,	
  Children’s	
  
Church,	
  and	
  Kids	
  Club	
  are	
  touching	
  lives	
  and	
  living	
  out	
  what	
  
God	
  commands	
  by	
  serving	
  one	
  another.	
  If	
  you	
  are	
  interested	
  in	
  
helping,	
  please	
  let	
  me	
  know!	
  We	
  would	
  love	
  to	
  have	
  you	
  join!

Sarah Denekas
Education	
  Department	
  Chair



There	
  are	
  some	
  fun	
  events	
  coming	
  
up	
  this	
  summer	
  we	
  would	
  love	
  for	
  
you	
  and	
  your	
  family	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  part	
  of!

April	
  10th is	
  our	
  Teacher	
  Appreciation	
  
Breakfast	
  for	
  Riverdale	
  School.	
  	
  Kids	
  Club	
  is	
  
writing	
  notes	
  of	
  thanks	
  to	
  send	
  that	
  day	
  also.

&

Would	
  your	
  child	
  like	
  the	
  chance	
  to	
  
participate	
  in	
  a	
  week	
  long	
  Bible	
  Camp	
  
experience	
  just	
  for	
  their	
  age?	
  	
  Our	
  church	
  
helps	
  with	
  costs	
  for	
  kids	
  who	
  decide	
  to	
  go.	
  	
  
For	
  more	
  information	
  and	
  to	
  register,	
  visit:	
  
http://www.rockrivercc.com/elementary-­‐
camps/	
  

July 22-26 6:00-7:30pm

For	
  kids	
  entering	
  
K	
  – 5th Grade
Scan	
  the	
  QR	
  code	
  to	
  
register	
  or	
  visit	
  
www.countrysidecc.org

April	
  10th is	
  our	
  last	
  week	
  of	
  Kids	
  
Club/Impact.	
  	
  We	
  will	
  be	
  having	
  

an	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  year	
  party!
Thank	
  you	
  for	
  all	
  your	
  support	
  
this	
  past	
  year.	
  	
  We	
  appreciate	
  
the	
  chance	
  to	
  get	
  to	
  know	
  your	
  

family.

End of Year Party!

Jesus	
  said	
  to	
  her,	
  "I	
  am	
  the	
  resurrection	
  and	
  the	
  life.	
  The	
  one	
  who	
  believes	
  in	
  me	
  will	
  live,	
  even	
  
though	
  they	
  die;	
  and	
  whoever	
  lives	
  by	
  believing	
  in	
  me	
  will	
  never	
  die.”	
  John	
  11:25-­‐26
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LAST MONTH OF KIDS CLUB & IMPACT

April 2024



“Blessed	
  be	
  the	
  God	
  and	
  Father	
  of	
  our	
  Lord	
  Jesus	
  Christ!	
  According	
  to	
  his	
  great	
  mercy,	
  he	
  has	
  caused	
  
us	
  to	
  be	
  born	
  again	
  to	
  a	
  living	
  hope	
  through	
  the	
  resurrection	
  of	
  Jesus	
  Christ	
  from	
  the	
  dead.” 1	
  Pet.	
  1:3
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SPRING CLEANING TIME!

Looking	
  ahead…on	
  Saturday,	
  May	
  25th,	
  we	
  will	
  be	
  having	
  a	
  “Caring	
  
and	
  Sharing”	
  day!	
  

Time	
  to	
  do	
  some	
  spring	
  cleaning??	
  You	
  know	
  one	
  person's	
  trash	
  is	
  another	
  person's	
  
treasure!	
  Bring	
  your	
  items	
  to	
  the	
  church	
  on	
  May	
  25th	
  to	
  fill	
  tables	
  in	
  the	
  yard	
  (bring	
  a	
  table	
  
if	
  you	
  can)	
  between	
  9-­‐10am.	
  Everyone	
  in	
  the	
  community	
  is	
  welcome	
  to	
  come	
  and	
  "shop"	
  
between	
  10am-­‐2pm.	
  Any	
  leftover	
  items	
  can	
  be	
  donated	
  to	
  an	
  area	
  donation	
  center.	
  If	
  you	
  
have	
  large	
  objects	
  such	
  as	
  furniture	
  or	
  other	
  items,	
  there	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  bulletin	
  board	
  where	
  
pictures	
  can	
  be	
  posted	
  and	
  arrangements	
  made	
  for	
  pick	
  up.

Examples	
  of	
  items:	
  towels	
  and	
  bedding,	
  tables	
  and	
  chairs,	
  furniture,	
  tools,	
  clothes	
  bundles	
  
(by	
  size	
  or	
  boy/girl).	
  	
  

If	
  you	
  have	
  items	
  you	
  can’t	
  haul	
  or	
  you	
  are	
  unable	
  to	
  attend,	
  you	
  can	
  post	
  your	
  items	
  on	
  the	
  
bulletin	
  board	
  by	
  the	
  mailboxes	
  in	
  the	
  church	
  hallway.

9:00am	
  Set	
  Up	
  – church	
  tables	
  are	
  available	
  if	
  needed
10:00am	
  – 2:00pm	
  – “shop”
3:00-­‐4:00pm	
  – clean	
  up	
  and	
  remove	
  any	
  remaining	
  items

Anything	
  left	
  over	
  at	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  day	
  can	
  be	
  donated	
  or	
  taken	
  back	
  home.	
  	
  Some	
  
suggestions	
  of	
  area	
  donation	
  locations	
  are:
Ann’s	
  Helping	
  Hands	
  (Port	
  Byron) The	
  Oasis	
  (East	
  Moline)
Humble	
  Beginnings	
  (Eldridge) Jacob’s	
  Ladder	
  (Erie)



“Blessed	
  be	
  the	
  God	
  and	
  Father	
  of	
  our	
  Lord	
  Jesus	
  Christ!	
  According	
  to	
  his	
  great	
  mercy,	
  he	
  has	
  caused	
  
us	
  to	
  be	
  born	
  again	
  to	
  a	
  living	
  hope	
  through	
  the	
  resurrection	
  of	
  Jesus	
  Christ	
  from	
  the	
  dead.” 1	
  Pet.	
  1:3
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TACO BAR POTLUCK LUNCH

A	
  sign-­‐up	
  sheet	
  will	
  be	
  
placed	
  in	
  the	
  lobby	
  in	
  the	
  
next	
  couple	
  of	
  weeks	
  to	
  
bring	
  different	
  items	
  for	
  
the	
  potluck.	
  	
  Any	
  
questions,	
  please	
  see	
  
Dennis	
  or	
  Kim	
  Ford.

If	
  you	
  are	
  a	
  retired	
  senior	
  adult,	
  you	
  are	
  
welcome	
  to	
  join	
  us	
  monthly	
  at	
  one	
  of	
  our	
  

events!	
  	
  This	
  month,	
  Dennis	
  and	
  Kim	
  Ford	
  are	
  
hosting	
  a	
  Taco	
  Bar	
  Potluck	
  lunch	
  at	
  the	
  

church	
  April	
  27th at	
  noon.	
  	
  Each	
  month,	
  a	
  fun	
  
get-­‐together	
  is	
  planned	
  and	
  a	
  chance	
  to	
  form	
  

deeper	
  friendships.



"Now	
  if	
  we	
  died	
  with	
  Christ,	
  we	
  believe	
  that	
  we	
  will	
  also	
  live	
  with	
  him.	
  For	
  we	
  know	
  that	
  since	
  Christ	
  
was	
  raised	
  from	
  the	
  dead,	
  he	
  cannot	
  die	
  again;	
  death	
  no	
  longer	
  has	
  mastery	
  over	
  him.”	
  

Romans	
  6:8-­‐11
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Our	
  speaker	
  for	
  the	
  weekend	
  is	
  Amy	
  Skogerboe. Amy	
  is	
  an	
  
inspirational	
  speaker	
  and	
  believer	
  in	
  Christ	
  with	
  a	
  passion	
  for	
  
influencing	
  others	
  to	
  live	
  their	
  faith	
  life	
  to	
  the	
  full!

With	
  a	
  bachelor’s	
  degree	
  in	
  education	
  and	
  master’s	
  in	
  
educational	
  leadership,	
  Amy	
  is	
  currently	
  ministering	
  as	
  a	
  
pastor’s	
  wife	
  just	
  outside	
  of	
  Chicago.	
  She	
  is	
  a	
  proud	
  mother	
  of	
  
5	
  grown	
  boys	
  through	
  birth	
  and	
  adoption	
  and	
  currently	
  the	
  
foster	
  momma	
  of	
  3	
  littles,	
  Calvin,	
  Kimmy,	
  and	
  Mercy.

Friday	
  Night/Saturday	
  -­‐ $55
(Includes	
  three	
  meals/lodging)
Saturday	
  Only	
  -­‐ $25
(Includes	
  breakfast	
  and	
  lunch)
Register	
  on	
  our	
  website:	
  
www.countrysidecc.org

May	
  17-­‐18
Rock	
  River	
  Christian	
  Camp

2024Women’s 
Retreat

REGISTER FOR WOMEN’S RETREAT



Fi
n

a
n

c
e 

H
ig

h
li

g
h

t
Our giving this month

GIVING

2023-2024
Offering Budget

(Starting 10/1/2022): 
$45,769

YTD Offering Actual 
$56,362

FAITH	
  PROMISE
2023-2024 Mission Year

(Starting 5/1/2023)
Faith Promises Goal: 

$52,390
YTD Actual:

$20,960

Mail-In

Online Giving

Mobile Giving

Drop Off or In Person

Mail	
  in	
  your	
  offering	
  directly	
  to	
  our	
  church	
  
office	
  at	
  the	
  address	
  below:

Countryside	
  Christian	
  Church
3817	
  230th St.	
  N
Port	
  Byron,	
  IL	
  	
  61275

Visit	
  online	
  at:	
  www.countrysidecc.org to	
  
use	
  our	
  giving	
  website	
  directly.

Use	
  our	
  Church	
  App	
  to	
  give	
  on	
  your	
  mobile	
  
devise.	
  	
  Scan	
  the	
  QR	
  code	
  below	
  to	
  add	
  to	
  
your	
  phone.

Visit	
  our	
  church	
  office	
  and	
  use	
  our	
  drop	
  box	
  
located	
  	
  in	
  the	
  church	
  lobby.

FOUR	
  WAYS	
  TO	
  GIVE

DOWNLOAD THE APP
ü Online	
  Giving
ü Member	
  Directory
ü Important	
  Updates
ü Upcoming	
  Events
ü Sermons
ü Weekly	
  Podcast

Scan	
  the	
  QR	
  Code	
  to	
  
download	
  the	
  app
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Your	
  eyes	
  saw	
  my	
  
unformed	
  substance;	
  
in	
  your	
  book	
  were	
  

written,	
  every	
  one	
  of	
  
them,	
  the	
  days	
  that	
  
were	
  formed	
  for	
  me,	
  
when	
  as	
  yet	
  there	
  
was	
  none	
  of	
  them.	
  
Psalm	
  139:16

But	
  blessed	
  is	
  the	
  one	
  who	
  trusts	
  in	
  the	
  Lord,	
  whose	
  confidence	
  is	
  in	
  him.	
  	
  Jeremiah	
  17:7



Volunteers this month

“Then	
  he	
  said	
  to	
  his	
  disciples,	
  “The	
  harvest	
  is	
  plentiful,	
  but	
  the	
  laborers	
  are	
  few;	
  therefore	
  pray	
  
earnestly	
  to	
  the	
  Lord	
  of	
  the	
  harvest	
  to	
  send	
  out	
  laborers	
  into	
  his	
  harvest.”	
  Matthew	
  9:37-­‐38

Randy	
  and	
  Sarah	
  Denekas
LeRoy	
  and	
  Laura	
  Byers

Ruthie	
  Coverdill

Communion Meditation
April	
  7	
  – Jim	
  Kaecker
April	
  14	
  – Wayne	
  Lotz
April	
  21	
  – Steve	
  Allison
April	
  28	
  – Ryan	
  Schmidt
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Worship Ministry

Church
Building Cleaners

Breakfast
Volunteers

New	
  sign-­‐up	
  sheets	
  are	
  in	
  the	
  lobby.	
  	
  
Please	
  sign	
  up	
  for	
  a	
  Sunday	
  that	
  works	
  

best	
  for	
  you!	
  	
  Provide	
  breakfast	
  treats	
  and	
  
help	
  serve	
  coffee	
  and	
  clean-­‐up	
  between	
  

Sunday	
  School	
  and	
  Worship.

Children’s Ministry

greeters
Please	
  sign	
  up	
  for	
  a	
  Sunday	
  that	
  works	
  for	
  
your	
  family!	
  	
  Welcome	
  people,	
  direct	
  them	
  
to	
  the	
  sanctuary,	
  nursery,	
  or	
  restrooms	
  if	
  

needed,	
  and	
  hand	
  out	
  bulletins.

Sunday	
  School	
  
(9:30-­‐10:15)

Worship*	
  (10:45-­‐12:00)
Children's	
  Church Nursery

Date Nursery Date Teacher Helper Leader Helper Jr.	
  Helper
*Children's	
  Church	
  Teacher	
  &	
  helper	
  are	
  dismissed	
  from	
  service	
  after	
  the	
  worship	
  

communion	
  /	
  offering	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
*Nursery	
  workers	
  are	
  scheduled	
  for	
  the	
  entire	
  church	
  service	
  from	
  10:40-­‐12:00

April April
7 Ruthie	
  Coverdill 7 Karen	
  Allison Laura	
  Schmidt Mikah Mikles Sandy	
  Lawrence Fallen	
  Byers

14 Becki	
  Winger 14 Karen	
  Allison Donna	
  Vickroy Mikah Mikles Becki	
  Winger Maddie	
  
Holderman

21 Cathy	
  Lotz 21 Karen	
  Allison Connie	
  Curry Mikah Mikles Georgia	
  Cullison Kareena
Holderman

28 Sarah	
  Denekas 28 Karen	
  Allison Amber	
  Harper Mikah Mikles Shanie	
  Bird Natalia	
  Ramos



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6

Evangelism/
Missions	
  6:30pm	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
All	
  Depts.	
  7pm

Softball	
  

5:30-­‐8:00pm

Men's	
  Study	
  9am
Women’s	
  Study	
  

9am

Pickleball 6-­‐7:30

Kids	
  
Club/Impact	
  

3-­‐5pm

Small	
  Groups
Port	
  Byron	
  –6pm
Geneseo	
  – 6pm

Stamping	
  Club	
  
(Bev	
  Skelton)
9am-­‐12pm

Men’s	
  Breakfast

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
SUNDAY	
  SCHOOL

9:30AM
COFFEE	
  TIME
10:15AM
WORSHIP
10:45AM

Girl Scouts	
  3-­‐4:30
D.G.	
  – 5pm

Softball	
  

5:30-­‐8:00pm

Men's	
  Study	
  9am
Women’s	
  Study	
  

9am

Pickleball 6-­‐7:30

Teacher	
  
Appreciation	
  

Breakfast	
  7:00am

LAST DAY	
  OF	
  
CLUB

Kids	
  Club/Impact	
  
3-­‐5pm

Small	
  Groups
Port	
  Byron	
  –6pm
Geneseo	
  – 6pm

Zuma	
  Home	
  
Extension

1:00-­‐4:00pm
Gym	
  in	
  use

ANNUAL	
  BLOOD	
  
DRIVE	
  7:30-­‐11:30

Women’s	
  Coffee	
  
9:30am

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
SUNDAY	
  SCHOOL

9:30AM
COFFEE	
  TIME
10:15AM
WORSHIP
10:45AM

Girl Scouts	
  3-­‐4:30
D.G.	
  – 5pm

Softball	
  

5:30-­‐8:00pm

Men's	
  Study	
  9am
Women’s	
  Study	
  

9am

Pickleball 6-­‐7:30

Small	
  Groups
Port	
  Byron	
  –6pm
Geneseo	
  – 6pm

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Mission	
  Sunday
SUNDAY	
  SCHOOL

9:30AM
COFFEE	
  TIME
10:15AM
WORSHIP
10:45AM

POTLUCK	
  LUNCH
Girl Scouts	
  3-­‐4:30

Softball	
  

5:30-­‐8:00pm

Men's	
  Study	
  9am
Women’s	
  Study	
  

9am

Pickleball 6-­‐7:30

Small	
  Groups
Port	
  Byron	
  –6pm
Geneseo	
  – 6pm

Senior	
  Potluck	
  
Taco	
  Bar
12:00pm

28 29 30 31
SUNDAY	
  SCHOOL

9:30AM
COFFEE	
  TIME
10:15AM
WORSHIP
10:45AM

Girl Scouts	
  3-­‐4:30

Softball	
  

5:30-­‐8:00pm

Men's	
  Study	
  9am
Women’s	
  Study	
  

9am

Pickleball 6-­‐7:30

Small	
  Groups
Port	
  Byron	
  –6pm
Geneseo – 6pm

MISSIONS

CONFERENCE

“I	
  have	
  said	
  these	
  things	
  to	
  you,	
  that	
  
in	
  me	
  you	
  may	
  have	
  peace.	
  In	
  the	
  
world	
  you	
  will	
  have	
  tribulation.	
  But	
  
take	
  heart;	
  I	
  have	
  overcome	
  the	
  

world." ~ John	
  16:33


